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October 12, 2006

Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame
ATTN: Nominations

2280 Executive Drive

Lexington, Kentucky 40505

Nominations Committee:

It is my distinct honor and privilege to nominate Coach Tom
Creamer for induction into the Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame.
Included in this portfolio are letters of support for coach Creamer,
articles from newspapers relative to key events during his coaching
career and a record of his career accomplishments,

Since I served on the KHSAA Board of Control 1986-1990 and as
its president in 1990, I had the opportunity to work with many
coaches across the state. There is no doubt in my mind that coach

Creamer would head the list of coaches who have made a positive
effect on Kentucky High School Basketball.

In addition to winning numerous basketball titles, he has coached
the East/West All-Star boys Basketball Team in 1971; coached the
Kentucky All-Star Boys Basketball Team in 1978; was inducted
into the 10" Region Basketball coaches Hall of Fame in 1998;
received the 7" Region Girls Basketball Coach of the Year in
1999; and many other honors as outlined in this portfolio.

Coach Creamer has the rare ability to relate effectively to students,
faculty, parents, administrators, parents, and athletes. He accepts
responsibility readily and carries out his duties with efficiency. He
seems to have the ability to sense the needs and feelings of others



i and make them feel that they are a contributing part of the whole
. B picture.

In short, Mr. Creamer has proven himself to be an outstanding
ambassador for basketball across the entire state of Kentucky. He
is known and respected state-wide as evidenced by his many
recognitions. Having said all of this about coach Creamer, I know,
as a personal friend, that he is a wonderful husband, father, and
grandfather and Christian man. He spends a great deal of time
with his grand children and is very involved in his church,
Centenary United Methodist in Shelbyville.

Mr. Creamer would be a wonderful addition to the Hall of Fame
and I appreciate your consideration of this very deserving man.

Sincerely,

Sam W. Chandler
Past Board of Control Member
President in 1990



Sponsored by Sisters of Mercy 2170 Tyler Lane

Louisville, Kentucky 40205-2999

502-4589551
502-454-8411 (Fax)

Sept. 23, 2006

To Whom Tt May Concern:

It is without reservation that I recommend to you Tom Creamer for induction into the
Dawahares/KHSAA Athletic Hall of Fame. I have known Tom for approximately 13
years. As athletic director and later as a fellow employee, I have always appreciated the
enthusiasm he engendered among his teams and his dedicated approach to practices and
competitions. As a person who relates well with young people, he always seemed to
enjoy working with them. Tom has displayed a sincere concern for people, a trait that is
lacking in many professionals. While showing this concern, he always expected mature,
responsible behavior from his players and students.

Tom has proved his dedication and dependability for many, many years. In the 9 years
he coached at Assumption (1994-2003), I can’t remember one time when he missed a day
of school or practice. He was very organized and knew what he wanted to accomplish
each practice. It is often said that coaches make the best teachers and Tom exemplified
this. He never hesitated to put in those extra hours that are required of that special
individual that results in confidence from his players and students and success in the
. programs he manages.

Among Tom’s many accomplishments as a coach are:
1. He turned around the football program at Beechwood High School. He

was the head football coach from 1964-1967. His record the first year
was 0-8, 2™ year was 2-5-1, and third year 5-2-1

2

He coached boy’s basketball at 6 different schools with a total record of
455 wins, 224 losses for a winning percentage of 66.7%

3. He coached girl’s basketball at 1 school with a total record of 210 wins
and 66 losses for a winning percentage of 76.1% '

4. 22 District Basketball Championships |
5. 9 Regional Basketball Championships (7 boys, 2 girls)
6. | State Basketball Championship (Boys, 1978, Shelby County).

7. 3 State Basketball Semi-Finalists (2 boys, 1 girls)

A U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SCHOGL OF EXCELLENCE



8. 1 State Basketball Runner-Up (Girls, 1999, Assumption)

9. 1 State Golf Championship (Girls, 2002, Assumption)

10. Coached the East/West All Star boys Basketball Team in 1971
11. Coached the Kentucky All Star Boys Basketball Team in 1978

12. Was inducted into the 10™ Region Basketball Coaches IHall of Fame in
1998

13. Received the 7" Region Girls Basketball Coach of the year in 1999
14. Received the KHSCA 2003 State Golf Champions Coaches Award

15. Received the Pepsi Cola Garnis Martin Outstanding Coaches Award as
the Coach of the Year in 2003, presented by the KHSAA Athletic
Directors

16. Was inducted into Assumption High School Athletic Hall of Fame in
2004

17. Was elected to the Kentucky Association of Basketball Coaches Court of
Honor for the 8" Region in 2005

Tom has had an enormous positive influence on young athletes throughout the state of
Kentucky. Many young people have continued to succeed, both in college and in their
careers because of the experience of knowing and playing for Coach Creamer. As you
can see, Tom has many accomplishments and has received many honors. In fact, he has
continued to receive awards since his retirement in 2003.

Thank you very much for considering Tom for induction into the Dawahares/KEHISAA
Hall of Fame. I can assure you that, if selected as an inductee, you will have no regrets.
Tom is a real gentleman with a pleasant personality and a great sense of humor. He is
respected by many people who have fond memories of working with him. Tom is well
known and well liked throughout the state of Kentucky.

Sincerely,

Carolyn Medley
Former Athletic Director
Assumption High School



Boys Basketball |
Years

Girls Basketball .

1966-1968

1968-1974

1974-1975

1975-1987

1990-1992
1992-1994

1994-2003

School .
Beechwood High School

Maysville High School

**2 District Championships

**2 Regional Championships

**1 Semi Finalist Sate Championship

Danville High School

Shelby County High School

**12 District Championships

**5 Regional Championships

**2 Semi Finalist Sate Championship
**1 Sate Championship 1978

Bishop mu.ommm_.ﬁ_zmm_._ School
**2 NKAC Conference Championships
NKAC Coach of the Year 1992

Louisville Holy _O_..omw High School

**1 6th Region "All A" Championship

Assumption High School

**8 District Championships

**2 Regional Championships

**1 Runner Up State Championship -
7th Region Coach of the Year 1997

Ft. Mitchell KY

| Maysville KY

: Um:s__m KY

Shelbyville KY

Alexandria KY

- 1091 & 1992

Louisville KY

Wins Losses

23

104

13

274

24

47

13

o1

21

38

Louisville KY  (as of 2/9/03)

1999

66



‘Winning Percentage - 665/955 -

Overall Tournament Statistics

22 District Championships

9 Regional Championships _
3 Semi-Finalist State Championships
1 Runner-up State Championships

1 State Championship .

Other Coaching Experiences

KY East/West All-Star Game
Kentucky/Indiana All-Star Game

Derby Classic . :
Jr All Star Game 5th/6th/7th/8th Region

69.60%

1972 Boys
1978 Boys
1980 Boys
2002 Girls




To Dawahares and the KHSAA Hall of Fame,

As you consider great coaches from around the state to be elected to receive such
a prestigious award and honor in the KHSAA Hall of Fame, I would like to nominate
someone who has demonstrated leadership, while implanting the seed of confidence,
dedication, and work ethic into his players that is necessary to achieve on and off the
court; Tom Creamer of Assumption High School.

Coach Tom Creamer was the type of coach that was the first and last to leave the
gym, the one who cheered the loudest on the sidelines, the one who cared about his
players as people first, and the one who was willing to sacrifice and do anything and
everything to help. However, what separates Coach Creamer from the rest of the coaches
is his incredible love for the game of basketball as well as his passion to share his
knowledge, experiences, and skills in efforts to help his players and overall teams
succeed. He brought a presence to every practice and game that demanded 100% focus,
competitiveness, commitment, positive attitude, and teamwork. Yet, he possessed an
amazing gift to take every situation, whether a win or loss, a good or bad day, a smile or
tear, and turn it into a learning lesson not just about basketball but about life itself,

Tom Creamer as a coach but more importantly as a person has left an impact on
my life as well as my professional basketball career today. He pushed me from day one
to reach another level, to reach my goals. The days that I did not want to put in the extra
work, he reminded me that there was someone else out there working as hard as or harder
than me. He explained to achieve anything in life you have to be willing to sacrifice and
put in the extra work everyday, not just the good days but the bad days as well. Those
words have kept with me and still motivate me to work harder today.

I was blessed to have played for Coach Creamer and personally witness how
much he gave not only to his players and his team but also to the game, especially in the
state of Kentucky. Thank you so much for your time and consideration of Coach Tom
Creamer.

Sincerely,
Jenni Benningfield
Assumption High School

Class of 2000
Miss Basketball 2000



October 11, 2006

Dawahares ~ KHSAA Hall of Fame
ATTN: Nominations

2280 Executive Drive

Lexington, Kentucky 40505

Re: Tom Creamer
To Whom It May Concern:

It is my privilege to recommend for nomination to the KHSAA
Hall of Fame Coach Tom Creamer. [ have known Coach
Creamer for 29 years and have found him to be a person of
honor and integrity. [ had the opportunity to play for Coach
Creamer in the 1977-78 season while he was the head coach at
Shelby County High School. In my presence, he always
conducted himself in a manner fitting a head coach and always
set a proper example for everyone associated with the team as
~well as the school. He demonstrated not only the ability to
lead, but also the patience and wisdom to teach the game of
basketball.

Again, I highly recommend Coach Tom Creamer for induction
into the KHSAA Hall of Fame. [ truly believe it is an honor
well deserved.

Respectfully submitted,
Mike George,
Member 1978 State Championship Team

4195 Mt. Eden Road
Shelbyville, Kentucky 40065



Sponsored by Sisters of Mercy . 2170 Dyler Lane
_ Loutsville, Kenticky 40205-2999
’ - 502-4589551
September 19, 2006 _ : 502-454.-8411 (Fax)

Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame
ATTN: Nominations

2280 Executive Drive

Lexington, KY 40505

Nominations Commitiee:

I am writing to strongly recommend that Tom Creamer be considered for induction into
the KHSAA Hall of Fame. Before retiring from education, Tom spent 9 years at
Assumption High school as a mathematics teacher and head coach of the basketball team.
Tom has been an outstanding coach, role model and a true inspiration for the lucky
students who played ball under his guidance.

Tom is one of the most positive, up-beat people I have ever had the pleasure to work
with. His enthusiasm for the game of basketball is infectious, and he was always able to
get student-athletes to achieve at levels they had not before thought possible. As a result
of his leadership, Assumption basketball players learned about the value of hard work,
teamwork and goal-setting, but they also learned to have fun with the game. Tom always
knew exactly when he needed to push harder and when he needed to crack a joke. This
taught students about the importance of balance, of both giving life your ail and enjoying
it to the fullest, These are lessons they carry with them as successful adults. His years
leading the basketball program at Assumption set a standard of excellence that is today a
benchmark for our athletic programs.

In addition to be an excellent coach, Tom is a first rate human being. He 1s a coach and
educator of the highest character. Always reliable and trustworthy, Tom is a man of his
word. Tt is a great comfort to an administrator to know that a school’s coaches will
follow and enforce the rules; Tom is a perfect example of this kind of coach. He is a man
of faith and compassion, and all those who were coached by him were lucky to be
influenced by the character of a great man.

I strongly urge you to induct Tom Creamer into the KHSAA Hall of Fame. A dedicated
coach, teacher and colleague, he is completely deserving of this great honor.

Sincerely, .
Mary AnrSteutermann _
Principal ‘

A US. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE



To: KHSAA Hall of Fame Committee

In the summer of 1996, I met Tom Creamer, I had just accepted a teaching
position at Assumption High School in Louisville and was looking forward to a new
phase in my career. I had no intention of becoming a basketball coach when I was hired
to teach at Assumption. I was under the opinion that coaches did not think the way I did
about education and sports. I believed, and still do, that education was and should always
" be a teacher’s priority, not sports. I was paired with Mr. Tom Creamer to supervise a
study hall. Each day we supervised the study hall I was excited by the way Tom
interacted with the students. He loved talking to them and he always had time to assist
them with their math homework or to educate them on one of life’s lessons. The students
in return respected him and loved this man from Ludlow High School. In the matter of a
few short weeks I realized that { needed to coach with Tom Creamer. Our philosophies on
education and sports were a perfect match! Tom loved coaching basketball but his
number one priority was to educate the young women at Assumption High School.

Coach Creamer many times proved his coaching abilities when others believed
the odds were against us. I witnessed his ability to break down a team’s weaknesses and
strengths. He spent many evenings traveling the state to evaluate the next opponent. Not
once did he complain that lesson plans needed to be completed or papers graded. He was
and is well known around the state for his high moral standards. I am sure that his
excellence in coaching was instrumental to our team’s two regional titles and a basketball
state runner-up, not to mention the state golf title he led Assumption to!

I taught, coached and was the athletic director at Assumption during my seven
years. On all occasions, be it the freshman team or a state bound tournament team, Tom
Creamer displayed to our young women at Assumption sportsmanship and love for his
vocation. He was humble when victorious and accepted the consequences of defeat. He
instilled into our basketball teams a great work ethic, and a strong belief in the team’s
abilities to succeed. Mr. Creamer always displayed great respect for the young ladies
spiritual growth, many times allowing that important element of an Assumption
education to take precedent over basketball. In my heart Tom Creamer became much
more than a coaching partner. He became a friend and role model for me and for his other
assistant coaches. To this day I look forward to gathering with Tom and his wife Brenda.

There may be coaches in the state of Kentucky who have won more games or
regional titles than Tom Creamer but that should not matter. The elements that made
Tom Creamer a special coach and person is that he was a role model, a wonderful
teacher, respected by his colleagues(both teachers and coaches), and a man who
cherished his own family. Tom Creamer is the example of a teacher/coach, that many of
our young coaches and players desperately need today.



Thank you for the consideration of Tom Creamer for the KHSAA Hall of Fame. I look
forward to hearing the good news that Tom will be inducted.

Best Regards,

Michael Bickett
Principal, St. Joseph School
Bardstown Kentucky



4616 Benson Pike
Shelbyville, KY 40065
October 1, 2006

To Whom It May Concern

This letter is to recommend Tom Creamer to the K.H.S.A.A. Hall of Fame. I served as
his assistant coach for 12 years (1975-1987) while he was head basketball coach at
Shelby County High School. During those years, his teams won the regional tournament
five times. In 1978 his team won the state championship. I believe his record speaks for
his remarkable coaching ability. More than his winning record; Tom had commendable
qualities of leadership. He always treated his players with respect and worked hard to
promote the program across the state.

The thing that impressed me most about Tom was that he was also an outstanding
classroom teacher. He never sacrificed the student in the classroom for basketball duties.

Tom had a very difficult task as he took over a program that had just merged between
Shelbyville and Shelby County. At times it was a bitter, tense situation. e handled that

situation in a professional manner.

It gives me great pleasure to recommend Tom Creamer for the KHSAA Hall of Fame
because he is very deserving of this honor.

Sincerely yours,
c'f/difﬁu; f% AL/

Eddie Mason
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To.m Creamer lettered in three sports, baseball, basketball, and
footbail at Ludlow High School.

He began his coaching career af Russell High School as assistant
coach of basketball and football. He then became head coach at Beechwood
High School, where he coached basketball and football (1966-68). In
addition to Beechwood, he also served as head boys’ basketball coach at
Maysville High School (1968-74), Danville (1974-75), Shelby County (1975-
87), Bishop Brossart (1990-92), and Louisville Holy Cross (1992-94),
compiling o 455-224 record.

During his time at Maysville, his teams won 2 District Championships,
2 Regional Championships, and reached the State Semi-finals once.

In the twelve years spent at Shelby County, they won 12 District
Championships, B Regional Championships, and reached the State Semi-
finals two fimes. In 1978 his team won an exciting 68-66 overtime victory
to claim the State Basketball Championship,

In 1994 Coach Creamer made a career change to girls' basketball. At
Assumption High School, during the years 1994-2005 his teams won 8
District Championships, 2 Regional Championships, and 1 Runner-up State
Championship (1999). He retired from there with a record of 210-66. Also,
while at Assumption, he coached the golf team several years and won the
Girls' State Golf Championship in 2003.

During his career as head basketball coach, it was Tom's privilege to
serve as coach of the KY East/West All-Star Game, Kentucky/Indiana All-
Star Game, and the Derby Classic.






